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Bus and coach industry news
4 December 2009

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4728
	Release:
	Now


Big bus registrations weak; coaches stabilising
•
Big buses fall 26% at three months to November 2009.
•
Drop in big coach registration stabilising at last, near 650 units.
•
Caution and uncertainty for 2010 as recession hits buyers and suppliers.
“The drop in big bus registrations has gathered pace over recent months, driven by the recessional forces that have hit other vehicle markets in 2009,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Coach registrations have stabilised, but at about 55% of recent peak annual volumes.  The outlook is not encouraging.  The government must use the Pre-Budget Report to bolster business and confidence and investment.”
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations Dec 2003 to Nov 2009
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes:

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £5bn turnover and £10bn value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1bnn each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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November 2009 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2009

	
	Nov
	% change*
	Year to date 2009
	% change*
	RYT 2009
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	539
	- 18.8%
	7,523
	- 23.6%
	8,125
	- 24.5%

	Buses above 8.5t
	203
	- 24.0%
	3,183
	8.2%
	3,419
	6.4%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	37
	- 21.3%
	409
	- 72.5%
	456
	- 74.0%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	272
	- 18.3%
	3,265
	- 27.3%
	3,560
	- 26.5%

	8.5 – 16t
	64
	- 43.4%
	1,156
	11.6%
	1,283
	10.2%

	16t +
	32
	- 11.1%
	750
	13.6%
	783
	14.3%

	Single-deck buses total
	405
	- 23.4%
	5,580
	- 27.3%
	6,082
	- 28.0%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	107
	- 9.3%
	1,277
	2.4%
	1,353
	- 0.7%

	All buses
	512
	- 20.9%
	6,857
	- 23.2%
	7,435
	- 24.2%

	All coaches
	27
	58.8%
	666
	- 27.3%
	690
	- 27.4%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	5
	0.0%
	35
	- 59.3%
	36
	- 58.6%

	Coaches 16t+
	25
	66.7%
	631
	- 24.0%
	654
	- 24.3%


The statistics in the above table are based on vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.  SMMT monthly data reports first registration information from the DVLA using Automated First Registration and Licensing or V55/1 forms only.  Vehicles first registered on other DVLA forms which need additional supporting documents such as type approval or certificate of newness are not included in these monthly reports.
Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
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Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to November 2009
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
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